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Summary

Farid Zakaria’s The Rise of Illiberal Democracy (Foreign Affairs,
November-December 1997) made quite a splash among scholars of democ-
racy. It questioned an almost universally shared dictum that the West should
support democracies all over the world, as such policies have led to pro-
liferation of defective and superficial illiberal regimes that carry out elec-
tions only to legitimate rulers that do not respect the rule of law, personal
and minority rights and private property. Zakaria wants these counties to
follow the British example: first establish institutions of constitutional lib-
eralism while keeping overwhelming majority of its population out of political
participation for generations, and only later gradually enlarge the demo-
cratic base for such a regime.

While for the West this debate is largely theoretical and has practical
relevance to some aspects of the foreign policy only, in a country like
Georgia it pertains to crucial choices in current politics. Georgians who
would like their country to follow the western path of liberal democracy
grudge that elections are not free and fair enough, that self-governance
is underdeveloped on the local level, but the same people are also afraid
that the electorate, if allowed to make free choice, may follow some left-
or right wing extremist demagogue rather than enlightened and rational
democrats. In that case, is not it better to allow some playing around
with votes in favor of a corrupt but reasonably rational leader rather than
let some crazy populist take power? Or, better still, what about finding
an enlightened enough dictator who teaches us how to observe laws, pay
taxes, fairly compete in the market-place, and “prepares” us for eventual
advent of universal suffrage? Supporters of such an option like to invoke
the precedent of Augusto Pinochet, a Chilean dictator who may be fac-
ing justice for past (and very real) crimes, but had also successfully
prepared his country for a smooth democratic transition. If such a dic-
tator is really our best option, where should we expect him from?

On November 25, 2001 the Caucasian Institute for Peace, Democracy
and Development organized a public discussion on these issues. Those
present were not terribly optimistic of the immediate prospects of the
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Georgian democracy but were skeptical of the Pinochet option either: to
say the least, Georgia lacks a viable institution like the army on which a
Pinochet could rely. This gives grounds for an unhappy version of opti-
mism: Georgian democracy, however defective, may have reasons to con-
tinue.

Both the organization of the discussion and the publication of its pro-
ceedings were made possible with the help of CordAid foundation (the
Netherlands).
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