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Summary

The brochure describes the results of a round table discussion orga-
nized by the Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development in
the framework of the Citizen’s Advocate! Program. The round table took
place on 22 March 2003 and represented the second meeting of the series
of discussions planned within the program.

The four invited guests-speakers focused on the public image of the
third sector, discussing the results of the latest nation-wide sociological
survey conducted in November 2002 within the Citizen’s Advocate! Pro-
gram. According to those results, Georgian public is rather badly aware of
activities of the non-governmental sector in Georgia.

In the following discussion, the participants were grouped around two
main standpoints. The first grouping suggested the intensification of NGO
activities and improvement of information-delivering mechanisms to widen
the public knowledge about the aims of the third sector. The second group-
ing regarded the third sector as representing a too wide spectrum of in-
terests and did not think that any intensification of NGO activities would
help to improve their image.

Finally, the discussion between the two groupings helped to get their
positions closer to each other without changing their opinions very much.
The participants failed, however, to develop a common view. Nevertheless,
they identified several important problems which certainly must be taken
into account in further non-governmental activities.
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