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Summary

On September 27, 2003, the Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy
and Development hosted an open discussion participated by representatives
of non-governmental organizations. The discussion was the fourth event in
a series of meetings been under the progress in the framework of Citizen’s
Advocate! Program.  The topic of the discussion was dedicated to the
relationship between political parties and non-governmental organizations
operating in Georgia.

The invited guests assessed the relationships between political parties
and non-governmental organizations. Participants came to the agreement
that the urgency of the topic often increases during the pre-election cam-
paign and usually serves as a matter of speculation in Georgia.

The suggestions made on the meeting can be summarized as follows:

• Starting from the beginning of 90s, the NGO development process was
characterized with its non-partizan approach, and complete refusal of
the idea to participate in the country’s political processes. Based on
the existed reality the NGO sector mostly was busy to evaluate ongo-
ing events and negatively respond to the possibility of cooperation
with anyone from political forces;

• The mentioned attitudes mainly were determined by the Donor’s poli-
cies, that did not encourage NGO to cooperate with the political
parties;

• Along with the sectoral development, in mid 90s interests of Georgian
NGOs diversified. The meaningful part of non-governmental organiza-
tions became supporters of certain political forces. Meanwhile, the
sectoral influence was strengthened in the current political processes.

• As to the sector is not cohesive, each member can choose freely
whether to consider itself belonging to certain political forces or keep
neutrality. This should depend on the acknowledged goals and frame-
work of the activities of a given NGO.
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