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Summary

Feast, or supra, in Georgia is more than just a pastime: it is a for-
mative social and cultural institition, which serves as a powerful identity
marker and has considerable impact on other forms of the public dis-
course. Foreigners often note supra as one of the most exotic features of
Georgian life – especially after some of them have to spend most of their
time in Georgia listening to toasts. Where do the rigid ritualism of supra
and its preeminent role in nation’s life stem from? While many consider
it to be an ancient, primordial and almost constant cultural feature, some
argue that it acquired its present form not earlier than in the second half
of the 19th century. If this is true, should we consider it a reaction to
‘alien’ modernization imposed by the Russian empire – probably, an at-
tempt to preserve an illusion of authentic order? As the only form of self-
organization of society not controlled by the state and ideology, could
supra be considered an embryo of civil society (the only possible one in
totalitarian order) – or, quite the contrary, is it a centerpiece of pre-
modern autocracy that spreads this spirit to other realms of public life?
On the other hand, how will large-scale societal, political and economic
changes, that the Georgian society now undergoes, impact supra: will it
die away as an obsolete tradition or persist as a safe retreat from the
shock of another (and quite painful) attempt to modernize?

An initiative of the Caucasian Institute for Peace, Democracy and
Development to debate these and related issues was met with great inter-
est, and a public discussion held on July 8, 2000 was lively and fruitful.
Its proceedings are in this booklet. It also includes a translation of an
exerpt from a research paper on the Georgian supra by German scholar
Helga Kotthoff. The organization of the discussion and the publication of
its proceedings were supported by the CordAid foundation (Netherlands).
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