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How to get a visa to the EU? – debate and presentation of the information brochure
23rd October 2014, 12:15 

Open Society Georgia Foundation’s conference room, 

Chovelidze 10, Tbilisi

Georgians face highest refusal rate in visa application process among all six Eastern Partnership countries. Why? Mostly due to complicated procedures and unclear instructions people lodge incomplete or badly prepared applications, what cause in visa refusal. Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development (CIPDD) and Polish Stefan Batory Foundation (SBF) in partnership with the Open Society Georgia Foundation organize a panel discussion to talk about main problems faced by Georgians when applying for a visa and to present a “How to get a visa?” brochure, explaining visa procedures in simple language.
Presentation of the “How to get a visa?” brochure is a part of Europe-wide campaign executed by the Visa-free Europe Coalition with the aim to raise awareness of visa applicants in Eastern Partnership countries about visa procedures. Applicants are often not aware of both their rights and obligations, what effects in lodging incomplete applications or applying for shorter visas for full price, in cases when long term of validity and fee waiver should apply. 

On the Visa-free Europe Coalition website (http://visa-free-europe.eu) a special section “How to get a visa?” is shortly to be available. Also, as a part of awareness raising campaign, a public event is organised in each of Easter Partnership countries: debate on problems faced by visa applicants with presentation of the brochure and distribution of the brochure in front of selected consular offices.
Prior to the debate, on 22nd October 2014, 12:00, brochures will be distributed by volunteers in front of Polish consular office at Zubashvili str. 19.
Contacts:

Tiko Tkeshelashvili, CIPDD,  tiko-tke@cipdd.org, tel. ...


Krzysztof Mrozek, SBF, kmrozek@batory.org.pl, tel. +48 535 529 484

Information about CIPDD, SBF and a Visa-free Europe Coalition:

The Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and Development (CIPDD) is a public policy think-tank, specialized in a broad area of democracy development. CIPDD was founded in 1992 in Tbilisi, Georgia. It is a non-governmental and not-for-profit organisation. It advocates policy goals such as the development of a vibrant and diverse civil society, effective and accountable public institutions based on the rule of law and an integrated political community, which at the same time respects and preserves identities of different ethnic and religious communities in Georgia. CIPDD seeks to contribute to the implementation of these goals through producing relevant and high-quality public policy documents, and encouraging a pluralistic and informed public policy debate in Georgia. Respectively, main activities of CIPDD include public policy research, publishing and disseminating its results, and organizing different forms of debate - professional, political or public - around this work. In addition, CIPDD is involved in advocacy efforts, including public advocacy and lobbying, and training related to its work.

The Stefan Batory Foundation  (SBF) is an independent private Polish foundation established in 1988 by George Soros, an American financier and philanthropist, and a group of Polish democratic opposition leaders of 1980s. The mission of the Batory Foundation is to build an open, democratic society - a society of people aware of their rights and responsibilities, who are actively involved in the life of their local community, country and international society. Our priorities include: improving the quality of Polish democracy, strengthening the role of civic institutions in public life, developing international cooperation and solidarity. Foundation undertakes also activities aimed at equalizing opportunities of young people from poor communities.
The Visa-free Europe Coalition was launched at meeting in Warsaw on November 26, 2010 on the initiative of the Stefan Batory Foundation. Today more than 45 non-governmental organizations from different parts of Europe are its members. The coalition takes joint actions to speed up the process of EU visa liberalization with the countries of the Eastern Partnership (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Ukraine) and Russia. We want to make ourselves better heard by decision-makers and make a stronger stand for visa-free Europe. The Coalition is the outcome of many years of collaboration between the member organizations. Jointly we have prepared reports and policy papers, recommendations and advocacy tools. The activities of the Coalition are coordinated by the “Friendly EU Border” project within the Open Europe Programme of the Stefan Batory Foundation.

